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A Modernist A;_;

The Formldable Formans Move On
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hen collectors Irving and Natalie Forman curated a contemporary art show in

June 1994, at Charlotte Jackson Fine Art, they had no idea it would be so well

received. “Homage to Paint, Surface—A Step Beyond” gave its viewers new
insights into modernist works. Rather than showing paintings from their own collection,
the Formans cajoled friends in New York and California to loan originals from their private
collections, resulting in a diverse and exciting exploration of the works of constructivist
painters like James Hyde.

Nine years later, the Formans are making artistic waves again, this time by gifting the
internationally renowned Albright-Knox Art Gallery in Buffalo, New York, their formida-
ble collection, totaling almost two hundred pieces. Trend was lucky enough to catch
glimpses of these treasures before they were shipped off. This photo essay touches but the
tip of bath the Forman collection and their Santa Fe home.

Married for 57 years, the Formans have been collecting modernist furniture and
artworks for almost six decades. They spent 35 years in Chicago, where Irving Forman

ABOVE: The window walls of the master bedroom, living room, and kitchen face northeast,
with views of the Sangre de Cristos. In the foreground is a koi pond with a David Anderson
fountain. The earth-colored brick patio extends into the interior. RIGHT: The steel trellis
leading to the front entry.
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“We wanted to collect furniture that
felt comfy and lasted a lifetime.
Soon, we found the spare Bauhaus
designs complemented our passion :
for constructivist paintings.” i NN

On the left_iswa ‘Peter Tollens painting, with a Josef Albers
painting above the 17th-century Spanish cabinet.

was a cardiologist. After he retired, the cou-
ple moved to Santa Fe in 1985.

About their collecting predilections
Natalie Forman said, “We wanted to collect
furniture that felt comfy and lasted a lifetime.
Soon, we found the spare Bauhaus designs
complemented our passion for constructivist
paintings.”

A lifetime of love and use has left
indelible markings on their furniture. For
example, one of their guests thought a Le
Corbusier couch was covered in brown
leather, until Natalie pointed out that it had
been black originally—daily use had brought
on the vintage patina.

Equally arresting are the pieces by Mies
van der Rohe, Charles Eames, Osamu
Noguchi, Carlos Scarpa, and Eileen Grey,
gracing rooms throughout the house.

And the origins of the Formans’ passion
for these understated, constructivist pieces?
“It grew out of the early 1900s Russian
philosophy that things can easily exist in
their own unique forms. Therefore, perfect

From the dining room a smail, walled sculpture
courtyard can be seen; the south wall is an
extension of the long street-side wall. A carpet
design by Gustav Klimt adds color from the floor
up through the glass dining table by Mies van

~ der Rohe. The painting is by Rudolf De Crignis.




Why stay in a hotel when you can stay'in one,of |
our fabulous homes!? ‘For over 2| years The [
Management Group has been offering the best |
vacation and long-term rentals in Santa Fe: Come
stay with us.We'll make you feel right at home.

320 Paseo de Peralta, Suite G, Santa Fe NM B750|

800.283.2211 ®m www.santaferentals.com

Janet Reed Rausselot | Owner/Broker
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Clad Colors
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geometric qualities can be appreciated and not
denied,” Natalie said.

The Formans’ collections were strikingly
showcased in their home, designed by archi-
tects Suby Boewden and J.D. Morrow. The mod-
ernist-style house, fronting Old Santa Fe Trail
in a neighborhood governed by the city’s strin-
gent 1957 Historic Design Ordinance, pre-
sented notable design challenges.

Since some lovely old buildings in his-
toric neighborhoods had been clumsily remod-
eled, Bowden and Morrow’s first concern was
to do no harm: They wanted to maintain the
historical integrity of the street, graced by the
likes of the National Parks’ Old Santa Fe Trail
Building, a masterpiece of Spanish-Pucblo
Revival architecture, built in 1938.

The architects began by producing a
graphic and photographic survey of the neigh-
borhood to determine existing patterns, which
would help guide the morphology of the For-
man house.

For example, when Old Santa Fe Trail
was widened, curbs were brought up close to
most of the houses, and many residents
erected walls to lessen traffic noise. One of
Bowden and Morrow’s boldest moves was to
design a street-side wall without windows.
According to Bob Gaylor, Bowden's designer,
“It [the wall] created a massing composition
responsive to the historic neighborhood ver-
nacular while expressing the Formans’ mod-
ernist sensibilities.”

To make up for the lack of light from the
street-side of the house, the architects’ design
incorporated courtyards and window walls
elsewhere. The master bedroom, living room,
and kitchen all have fabulous views of the
Sangre de Cristos.

The artful blending of historical and
modernist styles can be seen in other aspects
of the building. “The steel trellis, while deriv-
ative of the traditional wooden beam on beam
porch structures, could well have been made
by Mark di Suvero, an artist whose works are
an important part of the Forman’s collection,”
said Gaylor.

Ultimately, after much struggle and
debate, the Historic Style Review Board
signed off on the design, no small victory
for both architects and homeowners. %
—Sunamita Lim
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